
SOUTH HOLLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
Report of:  Christine Marshall, Executive Director Commercialisation 
 
To:  Leader of the Council, Lord Porter of Spalding  
 
(Author:  Emily Holmes, Communities Manager) 
 
Subject: DCMS Culture Recovery Fund 
 
Purpose:  To accept the offer made by Arts Council England as part of the DCMS 

Culture Recovery Fund for the South Holland Centre 
 

 
Recommendation(s):  
 
1) That officers are authorised to accept the £170,860 offered by Arts Council England through 

the DCMS Culture Recovery fund scheme; 
 
2) That no spend will take place until after the grant details have been presented to the meeting 

of South Holland District Council on 25 November 
 
 

 
1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 The South Holland Centre closed on 18 March 2020, in line with government instructions to 

suppress the spread of the Covid-19 virus.  Since 4 July, the government has allowed 
cinemas to reopen, subject to guidelines being followed.  Indoor theatre, music and 
performance venues were permitted to reopen in August, again subject to the Covid-Secure 
guidance being followed. 
 

1.2 Over the Summer there was, and continues to be, a great deal of uncertainty in terms of 
both public confidence in attending cultural events and venues and in availability of suitable 
product, with many cinema releases postponed. 

 
1.3 On 5th July government announced a £1.57 billion rescue package for Britain’s arts, culture 

and heritage industries, stating that the “future of Britain’s museums, galleries, theatres, 
independent cinemas, heritage sites and music venues will be protected with emergency 
grants and loans”. 

 
1.4 The fund is to ensure that, by 31 March 2021, successful applicants are either; 
 a) fully or partially re-opened, or 

b) if not yet reopened, operating on a sustainable, cost-efficient basis, so that they are able 
to reopen at a later date 

 
1.5 A bid for financial support was submitted in August to Arts Council England, who administer 

part of the Culture Recovery Fund on behalf of DCMS, and an offer letter was received on 
12 October.  This is for £170,860 of financial support and must be accepted with two weeks 
of the offer being made. By accepting the funding the Council protects its position until the 
formal terms of the grant funding can be considered by Full Council. 

 
1.6 A report will be presented to South Holland District Council on 26 November to detail the 

proposals for Members to consider.  The funds provide the time and security for a viable, 
sustainable and resilient future for the venue to be decided upon and prepared.  This 



meeting is not within the timeframe required to respond to Arts Council England and as 
such, it is proposed that officers are authorised to accept the grant to secure funding, as an 
interim position until Full Council.  No spend will take place during this period. 

 
2.0 OPTIONS 
 
2.1 To accept the Grant Funding within the two week timeframe in the offer letter (23 October 

2020) and take a full report to South Holland District Council on 26 November 2020. 
 
2.2 To not accept the Grant Funding within the timeframe required.  
 
3.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
3.1 To secure the funds, they must be accepted within two weeks of the offer letter.  If it is not 

accepted within this timeframe the offer is no longer valid.  Delays would risk the allocation 
of the funds to the South Holland Centre.    

 
3.2 A further report to South Holland District Council on 26 November 2020 will give members 

further details of the proposals to consider, and to either approve the spend and proposals, 
or to recommend changes to be renegotiated or to repay the funds. 

 
4.0 EXPECTED BENEFITS 
 
4.1 The expected benefits of the funds and proposals will be presented in more detail in the 

report to South Holland District Council on 26 November 2020.  This report is solely to seek 
authority to accept the grant within the timeframe required by the funders. 

 
 
5.0 IMPLICATIONS 
 
 In preparing this report, the report author has considered the likely implications of the 

 decision - particularly in terms of Carbon Footprint / Environmental Issues; 
 Constitutional & Legal; Contracts; Corporate Priorities; Crime & Disorder; Data Protection; 
 Equality & Diversity/Human Rights; Financial; Health & Wellbeing; Reputation; Risk 
 Management;  Safeguarding; Staffing; Stakeholders/Consultation/Timescales; 
 Transformation Programme;  Other. Where the report author considers that there may be 
 implications under one or more of these headings, these are identified below. 

 
5.1 Constitution and Legal 
 
5.1.1 The value of grant awarded is above £75,000, which makes the acceptance of the grant a 

key decision.  Due to the timescales given in the award letter, an urgent decision to accept 
the funds needs to be undertaken. 
 

5.1.2 A notice under rule 12 of the access to information procedure rules urgent key decision not 
included on key decision plan was issued on 15 October 2020.  

 
5.1.3 The Council’s constitution requires grant receipts of over £100,000 to be subsequently 

approved by Council. 
 
5.2 Contracts 
 
5.2.1  Acceptance of the grant includes accepting Arts Council England’s ‘Standards conditions 

for grants’ and agreeing to the monitoring schedule. 
 



5.2.2 The monitoring schedule includes an Activity Report due on 14th April 2021 in order to 
activate the Final Payment Request on 28th April 2021. 
 

5.2.3 There must be written permission from Arts Council England to make any changes to the 
planned activity. 
 

5.2.4 The grant is in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. Arts Council England reserve the right 
to introduce new requirements and/ or additional conditions based on further guidance 
given and/ or announcements made by the Government and any changing circumstances 
in relation to Covid-19. 

 
5.3 Financial 
 
5.3.1 The total grant awarded is £170,860 and can only cover expenditure 1 October – March 

31st. 
 
5.3.2 The first payment will be 90% of the grant, £153,774 and will be received within 15 working 

days of request.  The remaining 10%, £17,086, will be received in April, following 
acceptance of the completed activity report. 

 
5.4 Corporate Priorities 
 
5.4.1  This funding will support the South Holland Centre and the Council’s; ‘Your Place’ priority. 
 
5.5 Staffing  
 
5.5.1  This fund will cover staffing costs for the period   

 
5.6 Risk Management 
 
5.6.1 By accepting the grant funding through an urgent decision and meeting the timescales set 

out by the funder, the risk of losing the grant is mitigated.  The offer letter is clear that if it is 
not accepted within two weeks of 12 October, the offer will no longer be valid. 

 
6.0 WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED 
 
6.1 All  
 
 
7.0 ACRONYMS  
 
7.1 DCMS – Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 
 
7.2  ACE – Arts Council England 
 

Background papers:-  

Lead Contact Officer 
Name and Post: Emily Kate Holmes, Communities Manager 
Telephone Number: 01775 76 44 69 
Email: eholmes@sholland.gov.uk 
 
Key Decision: Yes  
 
Exempt Decision: No  



 
This report refers to a Discretionary Service  
 
Appendices attached to this report:  
 
None 


